Study Time 16

Ephesians 2:11-13 
“Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called the uncircumcision by what is called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by hands- remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.  But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.”

Jews and Gentiles

Jews were originally, in the Old Testament, the chosen people of God.   God put His hand on them and led them through the desert out of Egypt, gave them many victories in battle, and continually provided for them.  It all started with the Abrahamic covenant in Genesis 15:5-6.  God struck down any who were not “His own;” or otherwise known as the Israelites/ Jews.  Then in Genesis 17, God made the Covenant of Circumcision with Abraham.  It was to be a sign that the Israelites were God’s people because this was a covenant.  Fast-forward to the New Testament and Christ enters the picture.  In Romans 11, it explains the failure of Israel to continue following God; therefore making it possible for Gentiles to enter into a covenant with God now.


Gentiles were called the ‘uncircumcision.”  Many Jews prided themselves on being circumcised, most of which did not understand the true covenant that was made with God.   Gentiles, before Christ, were not able to be in a relationship with God because they were not His chosen people.  Only when Christ made Himself a sacrifice on the cross was he able to bring Jews and Gentiles together into a relationship with the Lord.  Because of Christ, Gentiles are able to have a relationship with God not being separated by a ‘wall of hositility.’
Back to our passage…..

Verse 11 starts out with “Therefore.”  Always ask yourself, “What is the “Therefore” there for?”  Paul has just finished explaining the Ephesians incredible relationship with God through Christ.  

· What might be the purpose for v. 11-13, specifically where they are written?

· What does Paul ask the Ephesians to do two times?


Jews had become hardened towards Christ, their Messiah, most not really believing that He was the Messiah while He was on earth.  Many of the top Jews had become leaders in the synagogue; Pharisees or Sadducees.  They started to focus more on works than the grace and gift of salvation through Jesus Christ.

· Use your concordance to look up 3 verses concerning Jews and Gentiles.

1.

2.

3.

· From this passage make a list of differences between Jews and Gentiles.

JEWS






GENTILES
· According to verse 13, what is one similarity they may have?

Application

Do you have a relationship with God based on works or based on His grace through Christ?  How might these 2 contradict each other or work together?
